Building A Composting Enclosure
1. Choose a sunny site, out of the wind, that won't be flooded.
2. Build a three-sided enclosure that is about four feet wide, four feet
deep and four feet high. Use old pallets, concrete blocks, scraps of
lumber, woven-wire fencing, etc. Make sure that plenty of air can
pass through the walls of the bins. It's good to have two or three
bins so that one bin can be out of service and "cooking" at any time.
3. A three-sided bin is easy to fill and to turn. When the bin is full, the
fourth side can be put in place to keep out animals and insects.
4. If rain makes the pile too wet, it can be covered with a tarp or straw.
5. Keep children and animals away from the compost pile. If necessary, put a
fence around the composting area.

...an Easier Way to Build A Compost Enclosure
1. Turn the soil in a six foot by six foot piece of ground.
2. Place layers of material to be composted on the earth. If needed, moisten the
material to be composted.
3. Cover the pile with a piece of black plastic sheathing held in place with bricks or
rocks
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EXAMPLES OF COMPOSTING ENCLOSURES
Below: Several types of yard waste composters in which end-product from
composting toilet systems can be further composted. (Graphics: New Hampshire
Governor's Recycling Program)

from Composting Toilet Systems, by David Del Porto and Carol Steinfeid, Chelsea Green
Publishing, copyright 1999
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Starting the Compost Pile

1. Place six to eight inches of dry, carbon material (hay, straw,
sawdust, dry leaves, etc.) on the bottom of the compost pile. This
material will absorb excess moisture.
2. Put materials to be composted on the pile in 2 to 4 inch layers.
3. Add water to each layer if necessary.

Maintaining the Compost Pile

1. Monitor moisture. The compost pile should be as moist as a damp sponge that
has been squeezed as dry as possible. If the pile becomes too wet, add dry
carbon material like sawdust, dry leaves, straw, hay, etc.
2. Monitor oxygen. If the pile becomes too wet or too compacted it
will be starved for oxygen. If the compost pile has a foul odor, it is
not properly oxygenated. Turn the pile with a fork or a shovel. If it
is too wet, add carbon material. It is good to turn the pile about
once a week. Turning also distributes microbes throughout the pile.
3. Monitor nitrogen (heat). A properly functioning compost pile will reach
temperatures of 130 -165 degrees Fahrenheit. This heat kills pathogens
that are harmful to humans, if the pile is not becoming warm, add nitrogen
(cured manure, clover, pea plants, ammonium nitrate, ammonium sulfate, highnitrogen fertilizer without
pesticide, or grass clippings. Follow instructions in "Things to
Compost".) If the compost pile becomes smelly and it is not too
wet, there is too much nitrogen. Add carbon material to balance
the nitrogen. In very cold weather the pile will go dormant. It will
function again when temperatures rise.
4. Monitor carbon. Carbon helps maintain the pile's balance. If the pile is too wet,
too compacted or too smelly - add carbon,
5. Cover anything that will attract insects or animals with straw, hay or sawdust.
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Things to Compost:
1. The contents of composting toilets
2. Autumn leaves from deciduous trees
3. Dead annuals and perennials
4. Pruned twigs cut short (less than a pencil in diameter or
shredded)
5. Workshop sawdust or shavings (Because they are woody, add
extra nitrogen.)
6. Lawn clippings (Must be carefully mixed into pile to avoid clumping. Use
sparingly.)
7. Vacuum cleaner dust
8. Leguminous plants of the pea family that add nitrogen to the soil
and compost: clover, pea vines, etc.
9. Vegetable leftovers from kitchen: coffee grounds, tea leaves, pasta
and bread, eggshells
10. Finely-shredded brown paper bags, cardboard, and newspapers
(No slick or colored papers)
11. Lake plants or seaweed
12. Hay or straw
13. Old manure from rabbits, goats, cows, poultry, pigs, sheep and horses (Use
about a 2 inch layer as often as needed to raise nitrogen levels.)
14. Cornstalks and tomato vines
15. Ammonium nitrate, ammonium sulfate, or an inexpensive highnitrogen lawn fertilizer without pesticide (Sprinkle the pile with 1/3
to 1/2 cup of fertilizer per 25 square feet of surface area.)
16. Hair—mix it thoroughly to avoid clumping.
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Things Not to Compost
1. Oak, holly, or conifer leaves. (These are acidic and more resistant to decay.)
2. Toxic plants: eucalyptus, poison oak, poison sumac, black walnut, oleander,
hemlock, castor beans, California bay laurel, juniper, cypress.
3. Plants with thorns.
4. Wood byproducts from lumber treated with wood preservative
chemicals.
5. Aggressive weeds such as Bermuda which sprout runners and
roots, ivy and succulents, wild morning glory, bind weed.
6. Bones, meat, grease, and other animal products.
7. Any manure from dogs, cats or other carnivorous animals.
(Pathogens from carnivores can be difficult to kill and can cause
illness in humans.)
8. Clorox, anti-bacterial soaps or toxic cleaning products, mouthwash.
9. Any plants, plant parts or soils that show signs of disease, pests,
or any undesirable webby mycelia of soil fungi.
10. Ashes—save them to sprinkle directly on plants that need more
alkalinity.
11. Plants that are slow to compost: magnolia leaves, pine needles.
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Recommended Reading
(Note: All composting information came from the following sources.
I rearranged and edited the information, often using the original authors'
words. Jack)
The Budget Gardener, Maureen Gilmer, Penguin Books, 1996, p.34.
Compost the Quickie Way, Lynn Gordon Stetser, Jr., Backwoods Home
Magazine, p. 16.
The Composting Toilet System Book: A Practical Guide to Choosing,
Planning and Maintaining Composting Toilet Systems, by David
Del Porto and Carol Steinfeld.
For Good Compost Every Time, Tom R. Kovach, Backwoods Home
Magazine, Sept./Oct. 1998. p. 21
Hints for the Vegetable Gardener-A to Z, R. Sanders, Garden Way
Publishing, 1976.
The Rodale Book of Composting, Deborah L. Martin and Grace
Gershung, editors, 1992 Rodale Press
On the net: The Arbor Loo
On the net: The Sawdust Toilet

