BUILDING A SAWDUST TOILET

Note: If sawdust is not available, dry leaves or forest ground cover will
work. Peat moss is acceptable. Even newspaper cut into confetti will
work. Rice hulls, comn husks, ground straw, any high carbon, confetti-
like material will work.

Materials list

O 4 or 5 5-gallon plastic buckets of exactly the same height
3 plywood or 1-inch dimensional ilumber

[ nails and/or glue

1 knobs or handles

[ hinges (optional)

[ toilet seat (optional)

[ vent fan (optional)

Tools

4 hammer

1 saw

[ hole saw

1 square

I3 pencil or pen
i1 tape measure

Sawdust Toilet Plans

Your situation will dictate how you design your sawdust toilet. Here are ideas
to consider:

1. To make efficient use of the toilet, store clean sawdust very close to the
toilet.

Note: To load your sawdust bin, use a plastic bag; this won't make a dusty
MEeSsSs.
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A smooth surface, painted with oil-base paint is easy to clean.
Note: Paint will yellow in the presence of the ammonia in urine.

The only time odor will be a problem is during and immediately after
defecation. A small vent fan can solve this problem.

Buckets can spring leaks. | suggest placing the bucket in a larger plastic
container for safety. Both are easily washed.

A toilet seat is a wonderful luxury. Avoid seats made of pressed sawdust
or wood. The moisture from the toilet will ruin anything but a plastic seat.

Design a fly-proof cover for the composting toilet. Black flies are not
generally a problem, but fruit flies can be a nuisance.

Using the Sawdust Toilet

1.

2.

Toilet paper will compost quickly. Avoid colors. Dyes may affect plants.

When defecating, turn on your vent fan. It needs to run only a few
moments. If you do not have a vent fan, a scented candle can be helpful.

Cover feces with about 3 or 4 cups of sawdust. Use the same amount for
urine. Contents of bucket shall always be moist, but not wet. If the
contents become wet, add more sawdust.

My wife and | empty our 5-galion bucket about once a week. Clean
buckets are kept outside, but in the shade, (The sun will ruin buckets in
less than a year.) The dirty bucket is washed with laundry soap (no
bleach) and water. It is left outside to dry and air out. A clean bucket is
placed in the toilet enclosure and lined with about 2 or 3 inches of
sawdust.
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OUR COMPOSTING TOILET

When people visit our home, they are usually fascinated by the solar panels
and the windcharger. They comment favorably about the indoor garden and
they enjoy the sunlight. If anything causes our visitors to do a double-take, it
is our composting toilet. | have learned that people in most parts of the world
are very sensitive about bathroom habits. There can be great resistance fo
any change in the bathroom. Therefore, much time was spent designing our
composting toilet. Here are the criteria we developed for our waste
management system:

1.

The system shall be safe to operate. It shall not present unreasonable
health hazards.

The system shall not contaminate soil or water.

The system shall be aesthetically pleasing, visually attractive with no
objectionable odors.

. The system shall be easily constructed by anyone with basic carpentry

skills.

The system shail be inexpensive.

The system shail be easily maintained.

The system shall conserve water.

Excrement shall be rendered odorless and safe for use as fertilizer.

The system shall handle waste on-site. Waste shall not be transported to
a distant area.
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Composting Toilet

1. Covering material
2. Toilet seat.
- 3. Five gallon bucket

4. Plastic container.

We built our toilet for less than $100. The components of the toilet were
only about $35, but | paid a cabinet builder to help me. The toilet consists
of a box with three compartments: a center compartment that holds a five-
gallon plastic bucket and a storage compartment for sawdust and leaves
on each side of the bucket. | put a plastic storage container under the
bucket in case it springs a leak.
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